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The Disciples Prepared 

Dear friends, as we enter into the Triduum, I will like to reflect with you from Matthew’s Gospel 

chapter 26:17-19, and it says, “On the first day of the Unleavened Bread the disciples came to 

Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” He 

said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, “The Teacher says, my time is near, I 

will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.” So, the disciples did as Jesus had 

directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal…” The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to 

God. 

Dear friends, each time we have an important occasion in our lives, we like to prepare for it 

because we want it to be a memorable celebration. Now in the passage we just read, we hear the 

account of Jesus keeping the Passover meal with his disciples. For the Jews, the Passover meal is 

a very important event because it reminds them of their deliverance from the bondage of slavery 

in Egypt. And because it was an important celebration, the disciples wanted to prepare for it. 

And it was in the context of that Passover meal, which was the Last Supper with his disciples 

that Jesus instituted the sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist and the ministerial priesthood. In 

that celebration, He manifested his love to his disciples by washing their feet – which is a symbol 

of humble service that should characterize their mission. And he gave them a new commandment 

saying, “Love one another as I have loved you.” 

Here we notice two things: 

1. The disciples went to Jesus to ask, “Where do you want us to make preparations…?” They 

knew that there must be preparations and that it was their duty as disciples to do the preparation. 

2. They knew he had no house of his own where they could eat the Passover meal, hence they 

asked, “Where do you want us to make the preparations.” Jesus directed them to a certain man’s 

house. And they prepared for the Last Supper following the instructions that Jesus had given 

them. It is interesting to see that Jesus sent them to someone’s house not to a temple and not to 

the temple in order to eat that meal. They ate in the context of a family meal. And this is very 

significant, very important for us especially in the context we are living today. You know 

because of the Covid-19, we cannot celebrate the Triduum in our Churches this week. But Jesus 

can still meet us in our houses or wherever we are. All we need to do, like the disciples, is to 

prepare for him. So, how are you preparing? Have you prepared for the Triduum? 

If we prepare well to welcome Jesus, he will come into our hearts, he will come into our houses 

and dine with us. He will come to help silence fears in our hearts, he will come to bring comfort 



us in our troubles and he will give us hope and he will give courage to face each new day. So, 

dear friends, I invite you to prepare for Jesus in this Triduum. As we celebrate Holy Thursday, as 

we celebrate the Good Friday and as we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus, I want you to join as 

we livestream from the Basilica of St. Mary’s. Our Archbishops will be celebrating with us, so I 

invite you to join and make this celebration a memorable one for you and for your families. I 

invite you to listen attentively to the Word of God and open your hearts so that Jesus may come 

and be with you. And adore Him in silence privately in your heart, in your house. And let us pray 

that through these celebrations, the Lord may renew our lives, may renew our love for him and 

for others and may give us the grace to continue to serve with humility as he has served us 

following his example. 

So dear Lord, I thank you for all our friends, all our parishioners, brothers and sisters wherever 

they may be at this Triduum. Lord I pray that you may bless them, that you may fill them with 

your love, that you may heal those who are sick, that you may take away all their worries, all 

their fears and anxiety, what that is generating any pain in their lives. Lord we ask you to take 

care of them. Help us to experience you in a new way in this Triduum, to experience you love 

and the new life that comes through your resurrection and the joy of the Holy Spirit. Thank you, 

Lord! God bless you dear friends and may you be prepared. Amen! 
 


