
Dear friends,  

Easter greetings to you and to your loved ones from Christ the King Parish, Dartmouth. I 

hope you were able to join the livestreaming celebrations at St. Mary’s Basilica. They were 

amazing! Our Archbishops – Anthony Mancini and Brain Dunn gave inspiring and uplifting 

homilies. We thank God for them and for all those who helped to make those celebrations 

an enriching and life-giving experience.  

We are still in the Easter Season and we are supposed to be experiencing the joy, 

freedom from fears and peace of the Risen Lord, because Jesus is alive and he is with us 

at each moment, and in every circumstance of our lives. But is that really the case with us? 

Are you experiencing peace and joy right now? In the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, the 

consequent social isolation and difficulties we are going through at this time, it is very easy 

to lose sight of the presence of the Risen Lord who is among us and just focus on our 

problems. Sometimes we may experience doubts, skepticism or crisis of faith in our life, 

and that is okay. Even the Apostles did experience such emotional upheavals and doubts 

after the death of Jesus. That is why they locked themselves up in the upper room for fear 

of the Jews. But in the midst of their worries and fears, Jesus appeared to them and said, 

“Peace with you, do not be afraid, I am alive and I am with you.”    

The first time Jesus appeared to the Apostles after his resurrection, for one reason or the 

other, Thomas was not with the Apostles, and when they told him, “We have seen the 

Risen Lord”, Thomas doubted and said, unless I see his wounds and touch the scars at his 

side, I will not believe. The following Sunday, as we see in this weekend’s Gospel from 

John 20:19-31, while Thomas was with the Apostles in the room, Jesus suddenly 

appeared in their midst. He showed them his wounds and asked Thomas to put his fingers 

in the scars at his side. On seeing that, Thomas exclaimed, “My Lord and my God.” And 

Jesus said to him, “Do you now believe because you have seen? Blessed are those who 

do not see and yet they believe.”  

One remarkable thing about the Risen Christ is the fact that, though he had a transformed, 

exalted and glorious body, he retained the scars of the Passion on his body. He could 



have miraculously erased those scars after the resurrection but he chose not to. Why? 

Because:  

1) His wounds and scars were a concrete sign of his unconditional love, mercy and 

forgiveness for his disciples and for the whole world.  

2) The scars of Jesus help us to remember that his sufferings and death are joined with his 

resurrection. We cannot separate one from the other. Theologians call this fusion “The 

Paschal Mystery.” And we are invited to live out this mystery in our own lives. 

3) The wounds and scars of Jesus are also a promise for our healing and victory. Jesus 

said, “By my wounds, you are healed.” Jesus knows the stories behind all our wounds and 

scars, the ones on the outside and the ones on the inside. He knows our doubts and 

struggles. Through his own wounds/scars he gives us the confidence that healing, victory 

and new life is possible.  

When Jesus appeared to the apostles, the circumstances outside that locked room did not 

change. They still had to face the authorities. They still had to risk going out into the 

streets. They still had to face the crowds who crucified Jesus. They still had to face trials 

and troubles as we do. But after they experienced the Risen Lord and received his peace, 

a change occurred inside the room and inside them. He gave them a strength and courage 

which they could not generate on their own. Their fears were gone, they were filled with joy 

and were able to go and bear witness to the Risen Lord.  

Dear friends, as we live through the crisis of Covid-19 which is now hitting us closer here 

at home, the circumstances out there may seem gloomy and uncertain, but in the midst of 

it all the Risen Lord is doing something new. He invites us to look at his wounds and scars 

and draw mercy, strength and new life for ourselves, our church and for the whole world. 

This requires that we walk by faith and not by sight. It requires complete trust in the Risen 

Lord. That is the message of Divine Mercy which we celebrate this weekend.  

On Divine Mercy Sunday, we are reminded that God’s mercy is greater than our sin, than 

evil, than suffering and death! We are invited to immerse ourselves, our families and 



friends into the ocean of His mercy by our prayers and works of mercy. An easy way to 

remember the message of Divine Mercy is by the ABC's of Divine Mercy. A) Ask for 

His mercy (B) Be merciful (C) Completely trust in Jesus. I pray that the wounds/scars of 

Jesus which he revealed through his Divine Mercy may bring us healing in mind body and 

spirit, transform and free us from doubts and fears so that we can joyfully and 

courageously bear witness to Christ in the world. amen!  

Even though our Church building is closed, the Church at our homes is open 24/7 and 

many parishioners have been working hard to make sure that the material, emotional and 

spiritual needs of our parishioners are met. Our gratitude goes to our Catechists who are 

organizing Sunday school via Zoom, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul who are providing 

food to those in need, the prayer warriors who are praying for our parish and for the whole 

world, our Guardian Angels who volunteer to give emotional support to parishioners who 

need to talk to someone, our staff and leadership team who are working tirelessly to make 

sure we are connected with you online. These are wonderful ways of being disciples and 

helping people to experience the love and mercy of the Risen Lord. And we want all our 

parishioners to be part of this new way of being a church and serving – so please come on 

board and help in whichever way you can. Contact the office if you want to volunteer.  As 

your clergy, Fr Anthony and I particularly look forward to connecting and praying with you 

every Sunday night for Sunday Spread. This week and the coming weeks Becca and Fr. 

Anthony will be offering an online Bible studies, and we will be starting morning prayers 

online and also featuring daily reflections. We have already sent out a survey to all 

parishioners to help us know how best we can continue to support you and the wider 

community. Please take a little time to fill the survey and we encourage you to participate 

actively in all the online opportunities we are offering to help build our faith family. 

Recently, a parishioner sent Fr. Anthony and I a beautiful note saying, “At this difficult time, 

I know many parishioners may not be able to support the parish financially, but God has 

blessed me and I am giving a donation to show my appreciation and to support his 

mission.” That is wonderful. If you are able to help like this parishioner, please sign up to 

PAR, give online by E-Transfer or drop off your Envelopes at St. Thomas More mail box by 

the door of the rectory. In the midst of our struggles, beautiful things are happening in our 



lives and parish. I pray that God may continue to bless you and your families and protect 

us from all harm and all dangers. He is Risen! He is Joy! So, may you continue to 

experience the joy of the Risen Lord and remember to stay home, healthy and holy…and 

stay happy! I love you all and miss you! And send you a big hug! 

 


