
April 22, 2020 

Dear friends, 

It has been a very painful and difficult time for our country Canada, for Nova Scotia and most 
especially for the immediate families and communities affected by the tragic death of innocent 
citizens last Sunday, April 19, 2020. Like most of you, I cannot wrap my head around this 
tragedy, it doesn’t make sense at all. I am sure we all have questions – Why did God allow this? 
Why now – when we are all struggling due to the Covid-19 outbreak? Why them? Why me? All 
these questions are certainly beyond our comprehension. In the midst of our sadness, grief and 
perhaps confusion, we can only turn to God’s Word to find hope, comfort, encouragement and 
peace. On behalf of Christ the King Parish, Fr. Anthony and I extend our deepest condolences to 
all those who have lost a dear one either due to the shooting, Covid-19 or other causes. Our 
hearts and prayer are with you.  

As “Jesus wept” with Mary and Martha at the death of their brother Lazarus (John 11:35), Jesus 
weeps with us in our pain, grief and isolation. He weeps with the families who have lost their 
loved ones. And he speaks to each of the families the same word he spoke to Mary and Martha 
as they mourned their brother, “I am the resurrection and the life, anyone who believes in me, 
even if they die, they will live forever” (John 11:25). We believe that our loved ones who have 
died will live again with Jesus Christ as they shared in his death and resurrection which we 
commemorate during this Easter Season.  

To the bereft families and each one of us, Jesus says what he said to his Apostles in John 14:1-6, 
“Do not let your heart be troubled, believe in God, believe also in me… I am going to prepare a 
place for you and when I am done, I am coming to take you with me, so that where I am, you 
may be also.” We pray that God may grant them peace and rest in his kingdom.         

With St. Paul in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, we pray for the families, friends and all who mourn, that 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and God of all consolation, 
who comforts and encourages us in our every affliction, may comfort and encourage you all and 
grant you healing in mind body and spirit.  

In the midst of the crisis and confusion of our time, the Lord says to us in Isaiah 41:10-13, “Fear 
not, I am with you; be not dismayed; I am your God. I will strengthen you, and help you, and 
uphold you with my right hand of justice… For I am the Lord, your God, who grasp your right 
hand. It is I who say to you, “Fear not, I will help you.”  

Dear friends, we encourage everyone to continue to pray for the deceased and their families. 
May we reach out to those who are hurting or feeling lonely through phone calls or emails. May 
God give us the grace to overcome hatred with love and the grace to overcome revenge with 
forgiveness. God bless you and your families and grant you his peace, amen! 

Fr. Toochukwu Okafor 


