
Serving Others with Joy – Emergency Shelters 

I was working on a project the other day and I came across a very simple phrase.  

That phrase was “serving others with joy”.  Those simple words got me to thinking 

about the Emergency Shelters Project and the incredible work that has been done 

by so many in the last 6 weeks.  As we moved through the weeks leading up to 

Christmas there was an added joy and anticipation as the shelters started going 

up at parishes all over the Archdiocese.  As I write this, the last two shelters were 

going up for a total of 20 shelters throughout the Archdiocese.  The Archdiocese 

summed it up well when they said, “The next phase of this project is caring for our 

guests. Parish teams have already begun work to support the immediate needs 

and will continue to with the guests and local service providers to help them try to 

take the next step toward safe, affordable, shelter. Please pray for our guests and 

all those affected by homelessness as we continue to look for ways to support 

those in need.” 

Christ the King Parish is a proud participant in the program as well, as at our St. 

Thomas More Site, a shelter was put in place close to the church.  There is heat 

and a bed in the shelter, which will provide our guest with a warm, safe, and 

comfortable place to get through these cold winter months.  We have a toilette in 

place, and are working on final preparations with HRM to get our guest into the 

shelter.  When our guest is in place, we ask that you please respect his privacy 

and not knock on the shelter door.  Our guest is a frequent attendee of Mass, so 

you are encouraged to say hi if you see him at Mass.  Fr. Patrick will also be 

providing updates at all the Masses for the next few weeks as the project 

progresses. 

More good news: as an Archdiocese, we have exceeded our goal and raised 

$336,945.50, which will fully fund the cost of the shelters, provide for additional 

costs associated with the builds, support our twenty guests, and continue to find 

ways to counter the homelessness crisis. 

I can’t tell you how many people have joyfully volunteered their time and energy 

to help make this project a reality.  There have been partnerships formed 

between the Archdiocese, Well Engineering Firm, the Halifax Regional 



Municipality, and the wonderful organization Street Navigators, who work with 

the poor and marginalized throughout HRM. 

At this time, I would like to thank the parishioners from Christ the King who have 

come forward and helped to make this project a reality in our parish.  We thank 

all who have supported the parish in the many ways you have.  The generosity of 

our parishioners has shown through again as we live out the message of Jesus to 

reach out to all who are in need.   

God Bless you all 

Deacon Dan 


